By JIM ROMSAAS =
Gty Edgtor " .

RGINIA — Ryan "

-+ W found not guilty .-

. Wednesday night on five of
nine charges against him
stemming from last sum-

' mer’s alleged rape and

“cabin. . - -

. The jury. of eight men

second‘degree assault. - f
- of -

-/ David Thompson was - -

ult at a Lake Vermilion ‘ ,
cabin, e ermen . her husband Barry and her

“"Thémpson.

Irst-degree
al sexual coriduct and-.

- effectively served his

‘Alleged rape on Vermilion

imprisonment, fifth-degree

~ * assault and interference

- with an emergency call, -
Both Thompson and his

‘mother Lori openly wept as

the jury came in and the
verdicts were read one by

_.one. .

“Thank God it’s over,’
said Lori Thompson, who
shared a tearful hug with

sony in the courtroomn. ..

“It’s been a long eight-.
nine months;” said Barry -

~“Becaise; Thompson has-
been'in jail for about nine

“months, defense attorney

Fred Goetz of Minnéapolis
said the defendant has

sentence. The Sent’encing guidelines for false

.imprisohment, for example, calls for a jail
term' of -one year and ‘one day, he said.
“Assistant St. Louis County Attorney Karl

‘Were not trieand the case was
based on the then 33-year-old victimi
seeking revenge on Thompson, .- -

Goetz also contended Thompson feared -
for his own life and for those of his two
childrén. He said Thompson testified that
‘ the victim told him she was the daughter of
! - Ioeb boss John Gotti’s brother.and the call
. for a hit had already been made. .

! ) While the story 'sounds crazy, even

; ».according to Goetz, the defense attorney

! said Thompson was told that more than - -
onice artd he believed it. -

* Sundquist called it a. “far-fetched”’ story in
his.summation. “It was taken from “The -
Sopranos,” he said, referring to the
television show. S '

After the verdict came in, Judge Gary
Pagliaccetti ordered’a pre-sentence
) investigation and a domestic assessment
and set sentencing for 1 p.m. May 7.
: “Thompson’s bail was also dropped to

. $10,000 and a supervised release evaluation Ny

was to occur today. .
~The charges stemmed from Thompson

allegedly becoming “jealous” of the victim’s

-actions at the Vermilion Clab July 22 and
coming “unglued” at the cabin early Sunday
- morning, the criminal complaint says.
* In closing arguments Wednesday -
Inorning, Sundquist stressed that Thompson

had a previous pattern of being aggressive, -

- which included putting a robe tie around
her neck and ripping off her dress on

another occasion:: “This was not all right,” .
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Su Vdﬁluis\t‘hadi‘little to say after the Verdicts.

. said.

_ Dot true.

he said. : C T e
It also showed how he reacts when he .

doesn’t get his way, Sundquist said.

.~ The night in question, July 22, was -

" sparked by alcohol, according to Sundgquist.

" “The fueling moment,” he said, is when

%+ "she saw and talked to a coachi for Ker ehildrssé

soccer team. Thompson then got angry and.

jealous, he said, wanted her to leave the

club and started to get physical with her.-
“She doesn’t want to go with him” and |

jumps out of the car twice. He put her back- -

in the car both times and went to the cabin, -

“He pinned her up. against that mirror” in

the bathroom and sexually assaulted her; he

She grabbed his cell phone and called 911-
“Listen to her voice” Sundquist said. “She is
scared that he is going to kill her””

- Sundquist told the jury that the victim

- was later threatened with a kitchen knife

during intercourse and was prevented from
leaving the cabin. . N -
Ih his summation, ‘Goetz said the
accusations of rape and kidnapping "were
After the trial, Goetz said “the physical -
evidence didn’t support the allegations.”
- He also added that the accuser

“exaggerated” what happened that night. “It

Wwas not a rape. It was not a kidnapping.”
Thompson admitted in the complaint to
having sex with the victim but said it had

"been consensual. He also.admitted bei

physical with the girl, that he held her

down, threatened her, and pushed her

around. He said he did not punch or

slapher, according to.the complaint, -
a

Jim Romsaas can be reached at

... . Jimromsaas@mix3.com. To read this story

.. -and comment on it online go to
TR wu_wvirginiamn.com.~
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